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Practice Commentarics

Clinical Pearls

In Israel, children (mean age, 9 years) with recurrent ab-
dominal pain underwent endoscopy. About half had an-
tral biopsy results positive for Helicobacter pylori, which
was then treated. About one fifth required retreatment.
Within 8 months, all of these patients were asymptom-
atic. (Am J Gastroenterol. 1995;90:906-909.)

In the transport of patients with uncomplicated sei-
zures to the emergency department, the low rate of spi-
nal injuries (none in 1636 cases) suggests that spinal pre-
cautions are not necessary. This would lower the cost of
transport. (Am J Emerg Med. 1995;13:512-513.)

Calcium channel blockers are associated with gingival
hypertrophy. The incidence rate was 38% in those pa-
tients receiving nifedipine, 21% in those receiving dil-
tiazem, and 19% in those receiving verapamil. (Ann In-
tern Med. 1994;120:663-664.)

Who finds cervical laser treatment most painful? An-
swer: Anxious women with no children. At risk of more
pain with cervical laser treatment were nulliparous
women, those with a history of dysmenorrhea, and those
who had acute preoperative anxiety. (Gynecol Oncol.
1994;52:44-49.) :

Downloaded from www.archf asroerreamnmai SR BORDvIEE Med Center, on November 5, 2009

566



http://www.archfammed.com

